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grandfather, to be of a peaceful disposition and a loyal
subject.
Formally a regency was not created. Otto was of
regarded as the actual ruler, and public acts were signed asofthe
by the king himself. In practice, therefore, those who had the young king
care of the king had the care of the kingdom also. At first (983~91)
the responsibility was shared by Adelaide and Theophano,
but this only lasted for a year, Adelaide lost her influence,
as she had in the preceding reign, and Theophano remained
in sole charge until her death in 991, " consors imperil" as
the diplomas describe her. From the diplomas, too, it is
clear that she was assisted in the direction of affairs by arch-
bishop Willigis of Mayence and bishop Hildibald of Worms,
the German chancellor. But in Italy, which had a separate
chancery, she acted on her own responsibility as Empress.
Here she was exercising an imperial authority to which her
Byzantine upbringing had accustomed her ; in Germany she
was content to maintain herself by the traditional reliance
on ecclesiastical support.
As ruler of Germany, she undoubtedly acquitted herself Her able
well.   She kept the country free from internal strife, and was c°nduct of
able to maintain both the eastern and the western frontiers government
of the kingdom.   The more immediate danger was in the
west,  where king Lothar of France revived his claim to
Lorraine and captured Verdun in 984.   But the Lothringian
nobles   showed  themselves   hostile   to  his   ambition,   and
Beatrice, the widow of duke Frederick of Upper Lorraine,
obtained the co-operation of her brother, Hugh Capet, which
made Lothar's retirement inevitable.    He died in 986, and
his young son, Louis V, a year later.   The election of Hugh
Capet as king in 987 altered the whole situation, and relieved
the German government of any further fear of Carolingian
claims to Lorraine.
On the eastern frontier, the reconciliation with Henry the
Wrangler had not included his allies. There was constant
fighting in the district recently re-won by the northern Slav
tribes, who were assisted by the Bohemians. Duke Mcsco
of Poland, on the other hand, was faithful to the allegiance
he had promised to Otto II and supported the German cause,
doubtless owing to the persistent enmity between Poland and
Bohemia. In later history, this enmity remained, but it was

